identify the State and the Nation, and a Duce or Flihrer are the
natural leaders as expressions of the nation and the almighty State
as opposed to parties, classes and individuals. The only" origin of
these leaders is through revolution, and they have not yet'formulated
their policy as to succession of leadership.

4 k As a democrat I do not admit that the authoritarian system of
government is justified, for it is a travesty of government. Because
it is a travesty, it cannot endure. I believe also that the leaders of
an authoritarian government can never be the real leaders of a human,
universal and Christian morality, of real human education and
erudition.

44 The judgment of history," continued Dr. Benes, *k Has already
condemned the dictatorial system of government and also their ideas.
The events of the next few years in Europe and in the world will show
to the present generation that this judgment of history was right. My
scientific conviction is that this judgment was right. There never
existed a society in which the fight for freedom and the development
of the free human personality ceased altogether. In the darkest periods
of history this fight continued, continues to-day, and will continue
until the new victory of freedom is won.

Democracy will be victorious because it is the line of social
evolution and the philosphy of history. The victory of Democracy
and freedom in Europe means the liberation of my country."

A few days later formal declaration of war made the conflict visible
to the world. For Czechoslovakia, it dated already from September
30, 1938, and this date is the official beginning of the war proclaimed
by the Czechoslovak Government.

On September 3 President Benes conferred with his lieutenants
and then announced that Czechoslovakia and her people inside and
outside the country were in the war to fight for a free Europe. He put
the resources of his Committee at the disposal of the Allies.

It took Mr. Chamberlain six days to reply to this offer on behalf
of a far-away people of whom, by now, he knew more. In a guarded
letter, dated September 9, 1939, Chamberlain wrote to Benes:

' * The sufferings of the Czech nation are not forgotten, and we
look forward, through the triumph of the principle for which we have
taken up arms, to the relief of the Czech people from foreign
domination."

It will be noted that this message is careful to speak only of the
" Czech " people, but that the political term ** Czechoslovakia " is
not mentioned ; nor can the promised ** relief from foreign domina-
tion " be construed as a repudiation of Munich.

Meanwhile volunteers flocked to the Czech colours, 1,5Q& of
them from Palestine which some of the Jewish victims of Munich
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